


lease join us for the annual meeting of the Rockingham Planning

Commission to be held at BrooksidePark in Derry. Enjoy awonderful
meal, some social time with Commissioners, local officials and other
guests, and participate in recognition of the Commission’s work over the
past year.

Our guest speaker will be Lorraine Merrill, Commissioner of the New

Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets and Food. Commissioner

Merrill was appointed by Governor Lynch in 2007 and has served with

distinction. Lorraineisno stranger to the region or the RPC, as co-owner

of the Stuart Farm in Stratham and frequent contributor and writer on land use planning and resource protection
topics. Nor issheastranger to planning issuesin New Hampshire. Lorraine has authored a number of important
planning publications for NHOEP including Achieving Smart Growth in New Hampshire, Preserving Rural Character
(Technical Bulletin #6), and the original Comprehensive M anagement Plan for the New Hampshire Estuaries Program.
More recently she co-authored Communities and Consequences with demographer Peter Francese

Merrill is co-owner with her husband John, son Nathan and daughter-in-law Judy of Stuart Farm, a 270-acre dairy
enterprise with 240 milking cows and nearly 200 head of young cattle situated at the edge of the Great Bay Estuary.
Over theyears Stuart Farm has been recognized for its leadership in conservation and environmental management
and in 2003 the Merrillswere honored by the American Farmland Trust as Stewards of the Land, the organization’s
highest honor. Among Commissioner Merrill’s list of achievements are serving on the University System of New
Hampshire Board of Trustees from 1997 to 2005, founding member of the New Hampshire Coalition for Sustaining
Agriculture, director of the New England Dairy and Food Council and member of the New Hampshire Farm Viabil-
ity Task Force. Sheisa Food and Society Policy Fellow with the W.K. Kellogg Foundation and the Thomas Jfferson
Agricultural Institute.
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