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TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)
ROCKINGHAM PLANNING COMMISSION
FISCAL YEARS 2007-2010

INTRODUCTION

The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is a staged multi-year program of regional
transportation improvement projects scheduled for implementation in the Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) area over the next four succeeding Federal fiscal years (FY 2007, 2008, 2009,
and 2010). This program of projects is represented in Table 5 of this document. Itis prepared by the
MPO in accordance with joint federal metropolitan planning regulations, 23 CFR 450, issued by the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA), U.S. Department
of Transportation. The projects identified are prioritized by year and have been selected for funding,
as jointly agreed upon by the MPO and the NHDOT.

The TIP must include all transportation projects within the MPO area proposed for federal funding
under Title 23 or the Federal Transit Act, as well as any regionally significant project that will require a
federal action. Federally funded transportation projects that do not appear on the TIP may not
continue towards implementation. Projects listed on the TIP must be consistent with the MPO's
Transportation Plan, and the TIP itself must be found to conform to the state's SIP (the State
Implementation Plan for air quality attainment). Under conformity rules, "consistent with" the
transportation plan is interpreted to mean that TIP projects must be specifically recommended in the
Plan.

The SPW TIP is prepared by staff of the Rockingham Planning Commission and is reviewed and
endorsed by the Technical Advisory (TAC). Final TIP endorsement is received from the Planning
Commission acting as the MPO Policy Committee. The Rockingham Planning Commission is the
designated MPO for this portion of the Greater Boston urbanized area. The metropolitan area (study
area) is shown in Figure 1 of this document.

The MPO's TIP development process substantially changed over the past decade in response to the
requirements of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA), the 1990 Clean Air Act
Amendments (CAAA), the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA 21), and most recently
the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-
LU). These laws place strong emphasis on the development of both Transportation Plans and TIPs
which:

o reflect locally established project priorities;

o Are financially realistic;

* Are consistent with the State's plan for air quality attainment (the 'SIP)'
o Developed with meaningful public involvement.
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FIGURE 1: Rockingham Planning Commission Region




