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SB 95 Stirs the Pot

Senate Bill 95, ameasure related to the development of Workforce Housing currently being debated by the legislature, has created quite a
stir among some of the region’s communities— not to mention dominating the conversation on Plan Link of late. Thebill, IF it becomes
law, would among other things:

??establish a municipal workforce housing obligation— not a number but the general obligation to provide ‘ realistic opportunitiesfor the
siting of workforce housing, including multifamily housing...’

??require that “workforce housing” be permitted in the majority of land zoned for residential or mix-use purposes;

??provide for the direct appeal to (and potential summary judgment from) the superior court for workforce housing development propos-
alsdenied (or approved with restrictions that would make them not viable);

??require the court to grant the appeal if municipal denial of adevelopment proposal isfound to constitute afailure to comply with the
workforce housing requirements;

??require the court to deny the appeal if the municipality establishes that the proposed development fails to comply with necessary stan-
dardsrelative to water supply, sewage disposal, wetlands, traffic safety, fire safety, architectural consistency or buffering; OR that the
denial by the municipality is necessary for other ‘ substantial public interests';

??reaffirm and further define the regional planning commission’s existing obligation to prepare aregional housing needs assessment,
which must include the regional need for ‘workforce housing’ based on a standard methodology developed by OSP and NHHFA.

??require regional planning commissions to review local land use regulations, regarding compliance with these workforce housing re-
quirements (within 6 months of arequest and subject to availability of funding);

??redefine the term “inclusionary housing” to allow communities to reguire some portion of development to include workforce housing.

Although SB-95 has been described as an attempt to ‘ codify’ existing case law established by Britton v. Chester, it clearly has the poten-
tial to have afar greater effect than the Chester decision ever did. It reads as though municipal land use regulations are the only meaning-
ful influencer of housing costs—when clearly that is not the case. Density isthe key to building more affordable housing. The challenge
is finding how to accommodate density in our region, where most communities lack municipal sewer and water systems.

It isimportant to note that SBO5 is not law at thispoint. The bill wasintroduced in the 2003 session (based on areport from the Legisla-
ture’ s Affordable Housing Commission), and was retained by the the Municipal and County Governments Committee earlier thisyear.
Hearings and work sessions occurred over the fall and summer. The bill must be reported out by December 3. At the request of several
communities, the RPC will be sponsoring a regional meeting to discuss the bill in more detail. We expect to do thisin mid December,
following the report by the Committee. Contact Maura Carriel or Cliff Sinnott for more information. For full text of the bill on the state
website, go to: www.gencourt.state.nh.us/l egisl ation/2003/SB0095.html .

2003 CDFA SEED Capacity Grant Work Nearing Completion

The RPC is nearing completion of this calendar year’'s work effort on the Community Development Finance Authority (CDFA) SEED
Capacity Grant and work products will be available to community officials, planners, interested businesses and non-profitsin early January
2004. Among other projects under this year’'s contract, the RPC once again coordinated with the Rockingham Economic Development
Corporation on the update to the County’s CEDS, is continuing with town-level economic development related data collection, including a
tracking of real estate sales transactions, and is coordinating with other CDFA fund recipients to inventory and map licensed child-care and
assisted housing facilities.

Products from previous years' SEED grant projects are available at the New Hampshire Association of Regional Planning Commission
website: www.nharpc.org. 2003 work products will be added to the site in January 2004.

Round 7 of TE/CMAQ Program Yields Excellent Proposals

The RPC and the region’s two Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) recently completed evaluation and ranking of community
proposals for the 7! round of federal Transportation Enhancement (TE) and Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) funding. The two
programs are the main sources of funding for alternative transportation projects in the state, such as sidewalks, bikeways, transit service,
and ridesharing. CMAQ proposals were reviewed by the MPOs, while TE applications were reviewed by the RPC Commissioners.

A total of six applications were received for TE funding, including sidewalk improvement proposals from the towns of Sandown, Exeter,
and Newfields; abike path at Pease Tradeport forming part of the Great Bay Bicycle Loop, and applications from the nonprofit group Sea-
coast Area Bicycle Routes (SABR) to establish aregional bike safety education program, and post “ Share the Road” signs on regional bi-
cycleroutes.

The Salem:-Plaistow-Windham MPO received five applications for CMAQ funding, including expanded Boston-bound commuter bus
service on 1-93 in conjunction with the 1-93 widening project, development of segments of the proposed SalemConcord rail trail in Wind-
ham and Salem, establishment of a Transportation Management Association (TMA) serving major employersin Salem, and transit service
between Derry and Salem proposed in the Derry-Salem regional transit study.

The Seacoast MPO received ten applications for CMAQ funding, including a series of shoulder bicycle routes, expanded marketing of
alternatives to commuting alone in the Seacoast region, replacement of older diesel buses operated by Wildcat Transit with efficient CNG
hybrid models, and incentives for public and private organizations to replace gas/diesel vehicle fleets with alternative fuel vehicles.

For asummary of all proposals received and the rankings assigned by the RPC and MPOs, visit the RPC website at:
www.rpc-nh.org. Proposals will be reviewed by NHDOT during October-February, with public hearingsto be held in
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RPC Undertakes Regional
Parcel Map

Digital Tax Maps
in the
Rockingham Planning Region
1998-2003
Asapart of the Fiscal-Year 2003 work
program, RPC’s GI S staff assembled digi-
tal tax maps of its member communities
and displayed them together on aregional
map. The map displays tax parcel out-
lines for all municipalities within the RPC
region, which were available to RPC at
the time of production. It shows the state
of development within the region at the
turn of the 20th century. The parcel data
come from avariety of sources and range
in time from 1998 to 2003. Some munici-
palities within the region regularly main-
tain tax map information in CAD or GIS,
other municipalities may have had their
tax maps digitized at one time, yet no up-
dates have been made or planned. Witha
few exceptions, all the data presented on
the map was produced by RPC or given
freely by the data providers.

Staff News: Earlier this month we wel-
comed Jill Robinson to our staff as a regional
planner. Jill is a graduate of American Uni-
versity, a former practicing attorney in the
Judge Advocate General’s Corps. and is cur-
rently a doctoral candidate in the School of
Natural Resources at Ohio State Universty.
Jill’s assignments will include circuit riding
and local technical assistance and well as regional planning tasks relating
to land use and natural resources. She, along with her husband and two
daughters, livesin Newmarket.

Intern News: RPC happily welcomes

Dale Abbott as our new GIS and Transporta-
tion Intern. Dale recently graduated from the
University of New Hampshire with a B.S. in
Environmental Conservation. He has previous
work experience with the U.S. Forest Service
and the Kennebunk Land Trust. Dale will be .
furthering his GIS and technical skills at RPC

while working on the Road Inventory and regional land use mapping pro-
jects. Dale is with us 3 days per week and we have really appreciated his
diligent effort!

Dates to Remember

?? Thursday, November 13 - Plaistow-Kingston Route
125 Advisory Task Force Meeting. 7:00 pm. Kingston
Town Hall.

?? Wednesday-Friday, November 12-14 - NH Municipal
Association Annual Conference. Center of New Hamp-
shirein Manchester.

?7? Wednesday, November 26 - RPC Executive Commit-
tee Meeting. 5:30 pm. RPC Offices.

?? Thursday & Friday, November 27 & 28 - Office closed
for Thanksgiving Holiday.

For more information on any of these
meetings contact the RPC office— 778-0885
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