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The attached typical sections and typical unit costs are drawn from the New 
Hampshire Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, and NHDOT's TE/CMAQ 
Program Handbook for Project Development. They are provided to assist towns 
in developing bicycle and pedestrian projects and estimating costs. These typical 
unit costs reflect the average costs of Transportation Enhancement and 
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality projects constructed by NHDOT to date. The 
actual cost of a project, especially projects for bicycle and pedestrian facilities is a 
very individual thing. 
 
Project costs vary widely, depending on the specific conditions for the projects. 
Some variables to consider as you estimate the cost are: 
 
♦ How well defined is the project scope? (This has an impact on the design costs) 
 
♦ Is the right of way already owned by the sponsor? 
 
♦ Are there environmental impacts by the project that will need to be 

quantified, minimized, documented, and perhaps avoided and/or mitigated? 
(This included wetlands, but also historic and archaeological, among others) 

 
♦ Is there drainage that needs to be constructed and or improved, and treated? 
 
♦ Will there be landscaping or other amenities included such as special 

lighting, or furniture?  
 
♦ Will there by any roadway work necessary?  
 
♦ Do any utilities need special accommodation or relocation? 
 
♦ There can be cost savings in large quantities. You may want to consider 

increasing the estimated costs for projects requiring small quantities. 
 
More detailed guidelines for bicycle and pedestrian facilities are available in the 
1999 Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, published by the American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), and 
endorsed by the Salem-Plaistow-Windham MPO. At present the NH Department 
of Transportation does not have a comprehensive manual on bicycle and 
pedestrian facility design that is specific to the state, as many other states have 
developed, and similarly uses the AASHTO guidelines.  
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